FREEDOM'S BATTLE

Cabinet had to be formed without him. Senor Prieto's animosity
towards Dr. Negrfn, which in exile was to flare out into open
conflict, and to cause tremendous difficulties in the work of
helping the refugees, dates from this time.

In the formation of his first Cabinet Dr. Negrfn broke with the
tradition of allowing the political parties to nominate Ministers.
As Prime Minister he wanted to reserve to himself the right of
choosing his colleagues. As a general principle he asked each
party or organization for a list of names, from which he made the
final choice. His first Cabinet consisted of only nine Ministers,
including himself. In the new Government of "National Union,"
the number was increased to twelve, and in this the two trade
union organizations were represented. The Republican Parties
had five members in the Cabinet, including the representative of
the Catalan Esquerra; the Socialists four, including the leader of
the party, Senor Gonzdlez Pena, who represented the U.G.T.; the
Basque Nationalist Party, the C.N.T. and the Communists one
representative each.

It was a far cry to this Cabinet from the one in which I had had
my first experience as Minister. Between the two periods a whole
year of general stabilization had run its course. Some of the
problems which had caused so many anxious discussions in the
Largo Caballero Cabinet had in the meantime been solved.
Public order had been restored sufficiently to allow the Govern-
ment to cany on in a more normal manner. The Republican
army was by now a reality. The early attempts at collectivization
and the independent action of the various organizations had been
followed by a harnessing of the country's economy in the service
of the State. Time, a sense of responsibility and the conviction
that Spain was engaged in a war, calling for a superhuman
effort, against two invading Powers, had all helped to smooth
away the difficulties with which in the first few months we had had
to contend.

Dr. Negrfn was no more successful than his predecessor in
limiting the Cabinet meetings to two hours. It is true that he
would sometimes let two weeks go by without a session, but no
time was gained, and the practice gave an opportunity for mal-